
Ø As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to us 
with any forecast questions via the chat option on the 

Weather Porthole or our on-call number, (317)-560-8122
press 1 for forecast questions. 

Updated:  1:45 PM CT, Tuesday, September 14, 2021



Trigger Thresholds for Houston Pilots Boarding Station:

We continue to favor the tropical wave to bring the highest 
impacts well East of the Houston/Galveston area and work 
more into E Louisiana. At this time, sustained winds of 39 
MPH and/or wave heights of 6 feet are not anticipated. 

Trigger met at: Sustained winds 
39+ MPH

Consistent Waves of 6 Feet+ Expected time when trigger will 
end + hours remaining

Victor N/A N/A N/A
Whiskey N/A N/A N/A

X-Ray N/A N/A N/A
Yankee N/A N/A N/A

Zulu N/A N/A N/A

Port Condition Definition Of Triggers Trigger Reached

Victor Hurricane entering or developing in the Gulf of Mexico NO
Whiskey 72 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds 39+ MPH NO

X-Ray 48 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO
Yankee 24 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO

Zulu 12 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO



Tropical Update:

• Nicholas made landfall at 12:30AM CT as a Hurricane (max winds were 75 MPH) on the eastern part of the 
Matagorda Peninsula. The system has since been downgraded back to a Tropical Storm category with maximum 

winds sustained at 45 MPH. Nicholas should weaken to a tropical depression later today.
• Both wave heights and winds are anticipated to start lessoning their impacts for the HOU  / Galveston area 

deeper into the PM hours.
• The core of the precipitation is working off to the east now, with the main low overhead allowing stronger winds

to pass north and south of the Houston area.

TS Nicholas Tracks
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Visibility Report 

HOURLY VISIBILITY BREAKDOWN
(in miles)
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Ø The bulk of precipitation has moved east, but the light 
showers, mist and windy conditions continue at this 

hour with the deep tropical airmass in place. We expect 
that off/on showers will persist through the evening 

hours with increasing breaks in showers the further into 
the overnight hours that we go. 

Ø The core of the broad tropical circulation is along and 
north of the area right now leading to lighter winds for 

northern stations and inland but continued gusts of ~30-
35 MPH at the boarding station. We anticipate the 

strongest winds to continue to be near the boarding 
station throughout the rest of the day, but decreasing to 

20-30 MPH into the evening persisting through the 
overnight hours.

Ø No fog anticipated for today to tonight, but lower 
visibility (1-4 miles) will be possible this afternoon 

and evening due to the showers, wind and mist.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (5PM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion
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Sustained Winds (5 PM CT)

Wave Heights: 8 PM CT  



Ø Overall, Wednesday is expected to trend 
towards a drier day across the HOU metro area 

towards the Boarding Station with a few 
isolated light showers throughout the day.

Ø Winds will remain elevated at this time, 
expecting to be sustained at West to Northwest 
at 10-15 MPH, gusting at times up to 20-30 MPH 
(especially through early afternoon - tapering 

off deeper into the PM hours we go).

Ø High temperatures look to return back into the 
mid 80s on Wednesday, especially further in-

land towards HOU.

Ø No fog is anticipated for WED.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (1 PM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion

Wednesday, September 15th, 2021

Sustained Winds (3 PM CT)

High Temperatures Wednesday



Ø We think Thursday overall is another dry day 
for HOU / Boarding Station locations. An 

isolated shower can’t be ruled out, but mainly 
south and east of the forecast area.

Ø Winds will weaken on Thursday, mainly out of 
the North to North-Northwest at 5-10 MPH 

sustained.

Ø High temperatures look to return back into the 
mid-to-upper 80s on Thursday, especially 

further in-land towards HOU.

Ø No fog is anticipated for THU.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (2 PM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion

Thursday, September 16th, 2021

Sustained Winds (12 PM CT)

High Temperatures Thursday



• The main moisture with 
Nicholas has passed eastward 

and a lull in rainfall chances will 
pick up for the middle to latter 

part of this week before 
chances start to increase again 

increase again late this 
weekend into early next week. 
Temperatures look to average 
out near normal overall for the 

week 1 timeframe.

• The week 2 timeframe should 
run slightly warmer than normal 
with slightly wetter than normal 
conditions. While we don’t have

any specific target tropical
storms, some gulf flow as the
ridge of high pressure moves 

east in week 2 is possible 
leading to continued moisture 

risks. 

• For week’s ¾, we favor near 
normal temperatures with the 

core of the warmth being to the 
north. Rainfall will likely be 

contingent on tropical systems 
but the pattern drivers 

themselves favor driver risks 
with a ridge of high pressure to 

the north. The main concern 
would be that this pattern 
sometimes favors Gulf of 

Mexico tropical systems. This is 
definitely a big wet risk to the 
forecast but will need to be 

monitored on a storm by storm
basis.

Long-Range Forecast 
Discussion
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Week 1 Forecast

Week 2 Forecast

Weeks 3/4 Forecast


