
Ø As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to us 
with any forecast questions via the chat option on the 

Weather Porthole or our on-call number, (317)-560-8122
press 1 for forecast questions. 

Ø TROPICAL STORM NICHOLAS PM VIDEO:
http://youtu.be/G6MAR_FLwM8?hd=1

Updated:  1:20 PM CT, Monday, September 13, 2021

http://youtu.be/G6MAR_FLwM8?hd=1


Tropical Update:

BAMWX TS Nicholas Track

Monday, September 13, 2021



• Similar to conditions we’ve seen across the Boarding Stations on and off throughout the 
day today, we expect hazy/misty/drizzly conditions to persist after sunset tonight through 

daybreak Wednesday morning.
• It’s possible that at times visibility is not as restrictive as others (can be transient – come 

and go).
• We anticipate visibility to not consistently drop below 1mile for extended periods of 

times, as the slide above this shows well, but more between the 1-3 mile range.

VISIBILITY (8 PM CT TUES)

Visibility Report 
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Trigger Thresholds for Houston Pilots Boarding Station:

We continue to favor the tropical wave to bring the highest 
impacts well East of the Houston/Galveston area and work 
more into E Louisiana. At this time, sustained winds of 39 
MPH and/or wave heights of 6 feet are not anticipated. 

Trigger met at: Sustained winds 
39+ MPH

Consistent Waves of 6 Feet+ Expected time when trigger will 
end + hours remaining

Victor N/A N/A N/A
Whiskey N/A N/A N/A

X-Ray N/A N/A N/A
Yankee N/A N/A N/A

Zulu N/A N/A N/A

Port Condition Definition Of Triggers Trigger Reached

Victor Hurricane entering or developing in the Gulf of Mexico NO
Whiskey 72 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds 39+ MPH NO

X-Ray 48 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO
Yankee 24 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO

Zulu 12 hrs. prior to predicted sustained winds of 39+ MPH OR 6’ wave height NO



Tropical Update:

• Still high confidence the HOU / Galveston area sees impacts from TS Nicholas out through Tuesday 
evening.

• Peak conditions in both wave heights and winds are likely found starting later tonight to Tuesday
morning as this wave nears the HOU  / Galveston area.

• Winds will continue to remain at near tropical storm force upon arrival to the Bay locations to HOU 
metro through Tuesday daybreak.

TS Nicholas Tracks

Monday, September 13, 2021



Visibility Report 

HOURLY VISIBILITY BREAKDOWN
(in miles)

Monday, September 13, 2021

• The reduced visibility being shown above will be from Tropical Storm 
Nicholas’ heavy precipitation, not fog.



Ø Showers and thunderstorms look to be the most widespread 
and impactful especially after 5PM tonight through daybreak 
Tuesday morning. Rainfall rates of 1-2”/hour will be possible 
at times. Severe threat still looks rather low. Little to no dry 

time is favored for tonight into the overnight.

Ø Winds are expected consistently out of the Southeast, 
sustained this afternoon through sunset at 15-25 MPH. 

Sunset through ~3AM winds increase sustained at 25-35 
MPH, gusting up to 40-50 MPH at times. Winds from 3AM to 
sunrise are expected to ramp up to 35-45 MPH sustained (at 

times 50 MPH sustained). Gusts here are expected to 
increase to 50-65 MPH.

Ø Significant wave heights into the overnight, as discussed in 
the videos, are expected to top 6 feet to over 10 feet across 

the Boarding Station through daybreak TUES.

Ø No fog anticipated for tonight, but reduced visibility will 
be possible in heavier storms.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (3 AM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion

Monday, September 13th, 2021

Sustained Winds (12 AM CT)

Wave Heights: 4 AM CT Tonight  



Ø Similar as into tonight, heavy / gusty showers and 
thunderstorms look to continue through Tuesday 
daybreak. Since things have sped up in the short-

term, Tuesday late morning to afternoon looks to see 
lessoning chances of precipitation.

Ø Sustained winds 35-45 MPH for most of Tuesday 
daytime (~12AM-7AM), gusts 45-55 MPH are possible. 

20-30 MPH sustained winds expected 8AM-mid 
afternoon. Getting into evening/nighttime 15-25 MPH 

sustained with gusts 25-35 MPH possible. 

Ø At this moment, 6’+ is favored for the boarding 
station (like shown in bottom right) to continue 

through ~9PM. 

Ø No fog anticipated for Tuesday, but reduced 
visibility will be possible in heavier showers.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (7 AM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion

Tuesday, September 14th, 2021

Sustained Winds (10 AM CT)

Wave Heights: 10 AM CT  



Ø Overall, Wednesday is expected to trend 
towards a drier day across the HOU metro area 

towards the Boarding Station.

Ø Winds will remain elevated at this time, 
expecting to be sustained at West to Northwest 
at 10-15 MPH, gusting at times up to 20-25 MPH 
(especially through early afternoon - tapering 

off deeper into the PM hours we go).

Ø High temperatures look to return back into the 
mid-to-upper 80s on Wednesday, especially 

further in-land towards HOU.

Ø No fog is anticipated for WED.

Simulated Radar Snapshot (12 PM CT)

Short-Term Forecast Discussion

Wednesday, September 14th, 2021

Sustained Winds (2 PM CT)

High Temperatures Wednesday



• The focus in the week 1 period is 
going to be the heavy rainfall 

potential, especially today through 
Tuesday. This is associated with 
the current tropical disturbance. 
Model data continues to be very 
aggressive with rainfall amounts 

of 5”+ possible (around 10” will be 
possible pending the exact 

evolution of the system as it 
moves in-land. Multiple bouts of 

heavy rain will be possible, 
especially in the afternoon / 
evening hours. The added 

clouds/precipitation will lead to 
normal to slightly below normal 
temps. Please refer to the slides 

above for more specifics.

• The week 2 timeframe is expected 
to have above average 

precipitation with near-normal 
temps. The pattern continues to 
favor tropical moisture into the 

area, especially early in the period 
as the aforementioned system 

exits. Not eyeing a specific threat 
for a tropical storm or hurricane at 

this distance, but will need to 
continue to monitor.

• Right now, we have the risk of 
above normal temps and normal 
precipitation for the weeks 3/4 

period. We will continue to 
monitor for tropical disturbances 
during this time. All it takes is for 

one system for above normal 
rainfall. However, avoiding tropical 
systems may introduce drier risks. 

The forecast may ultimately be 
“boom or bust” in regards to 

precipitation potential.

Long-Range Forecast 
Discussion

Monday, September 13, 2021

Week 1 Forecast

Week 2 Forecast

Weeks 3/4 Forecast


